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Annual  Report 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Telephone:  Lemington  674112/3 


Council  Offices, 
Nfavburn, 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  5 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Newburn 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
district  during  1965. 

A  Medical  Officer  of  Health  does  very  little  in  isolation  and  depends  a 
great  deal  on  the  help  of  others.  Since  1965  was  my  first  year  in  the 
district  my  debt  is  a  particularly  heavy  one.  iVledical  colleagues  and  other 
officers  of  the  Council  have  been  invariably  helpful.  Within  the  depart¬ 
ment,  Mr.  Corney’s  wide  knowledge  of  public  health  matters,  both  local 
and  general,  was  invaluable,  and  I  would  like  to  thank  him  and  the  other 
members  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  good  work. 

Lastly,  to  Mrs.  Watson  and  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee, 
and  indeed  to  all  members  of  the  Council,  I  would  like  to  express  my 
appreciation  for  the  interest  shown  in  health  matters  and  for  the  extensive 
work  undertaken  to  improve  the  health  of  the  district. 

I  am, 


Yours  faithfully, 

H.  C.  T.  SMITH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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Newburn  Urban  District 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  .  . 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book 

Rateable  value  . 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  . 


4,648 
31,630 
10,233 
....  / 1 ,004,080 
£4,006 


Population  trends  : 

1951 

1956 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 


21,890 

25,020 

27,980 

29,000 

30,100 

30,730 

31,630 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Numbers 

Rates 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Live  Births 

280 

255 

535 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Comparability  factor,  0-97 

16-91 

Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

16-40 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  .... 

7 

9 

16 

Illegitimate  live  birth  rate  per  100  live 
births  . 

2-9 

Still-births  .... 

7 

4 

11 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still¬ 
births  . 

20-15 

Total  Live  and  Still-births 

287 

259 

546 

Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  in  first  year  of  life) 

5 

4 

9 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 
births 

16-82 

Legitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per 
1,000  legitimate  live  births 

17-34 

Illegimitate  infant  mortality  rate  per 
1,000  illegimitate  live  births 

Nil 

Neonatal  Deaths  (Deaths  in  first  four  weeks 
of  life)  . 

5 

3 

8 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 
births  . 

14-95 

Perinatal  Deaths  (Still-births,  plus  deaths 
in  first  week  of  life)  . 

12 

7 

19 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still-births 

34-79 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Nil 

Deaths 

156 

157 

313 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population  ... 
Comparability  factor,  1-27 

9-90 

Adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000 
population  ....  . 

12-57 
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COMPARISON  WITH  PREVIOUS  YEARS 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  AGES 


1. 

3. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

27. 

28. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 


Cause  of  Death 


/ 

\ 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 
Syphilitic  Disease 
Malignant  *  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  .... 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes  .... 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Coronary  Disease,  Angina 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 
Other  Heart  Disease 


Other  Circulatory  Disease 


Pneumonia 


Bronchitis 


Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 


Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 


Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Congenital  Malformations 


Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 


Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 


All  other  Accidents 


Suicide 


/ 

....  ^ 


Total  All  Causes 


Sex 

Total 

All  Ages 

Under 

4  weeks 

4  weeks 
and  under 

1  year 

M. 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

M. 

1 

— 

— 

F. 

— 

— 

M. 

4 

— 

— 

F. 

4 

— 

— 

M. 

6 

— 

— 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

4 

— 

— 

F. 

7 

— 

— 

M. 

17 

— 

— 

F. 

13 

— - 

— 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

M. 

24 

— 

— 

F. 

33 

— 

— 

M. 

49 

— 

— 

F. 

30 

— 

— 

M. 

— 

F. 

5 

— 

— 

M. 

7 

— 

— 

F. 

15 

— 

— 

M. 

7 

— 

— 

F. 

10 

— 

— 

M. 

4 

— 

— 

F. 

11 

— 

— 

M. 

12 

— 

— 

F. 

5 

— 

— 

M. 

1 

— 

— 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

M. 

1 

— 

— 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

4 

1 

1 

M. 

11 

5 

— 

F. 

7 

2 

— 

M. 

3 

— 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

M. 

5 

— 

— 

F. 

3 

— 

— 

M. 

3 

— 

— 

F- 

1 

— 

— 

M. 

156 

5 

— 

F. 

157 

3 

1 
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DURING  1965  IN  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  NEWBURN 


Age  in  Years 


15 


25- 


35- 


2 

1 

1 


2 

1 


8 

4 


45- 


1 

2 


1 

2 


1 

11 

2 

1 


18 

7 


55 


2 

1 

3 


1 

3 


2 

3 

13 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 


1 

2 

1 


29 

20 


65 


2 

1 


2 

1 

7 

5 


3 

10 

12 

11 


4 

3 

4 
4 
1 
3 
6 
2 
1 


1 

1 

1 

1 


2 

1 


42 

50 


75  and 
over 


1 

1 


2 

3 

5 

3 


1 

19 

19 

12 

11 

3 

2 

10 

1 

5 

2 

8 

3 

3 


1 

2 


2 

1 


48 

73 
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Causes  of  Infant  Deaths 


Prematurity  . 

Congenital  Abnormalities- 
Aleningomyelocoele 
Congenital  Heart  Disease 


Causes  of  Still-birth 

Maternal  Causes — 

Antepartum  Haemorrhage 
Rhesus  immunisation 

Placental  and  Cord  Conditions — 

Placental  Insufficiency  . 

Placental  Insufficiency  and  Post-maturity 

Foetal  Conditions — 

Anencephaly 

Other  Congenital  Abnormality . 

Prematurity  . 

Intra  uterine  death.  Cause  not  stated 


7 

1 

1 

9 


1 

1 

2 

1 


1 

1 

1 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death,  1965 


Number 

Percentage 

Cancer  .  ....  . 

57 

18-2 

Cerebro-vascular  Disease 

57 

18*2 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease 

123 

39*3 

Respiratory  Disease 

33 

10-6 

Other  Diseases . 

28 

8-9 

Violence . 

15 

4-8 

313 

100-0 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 


15+ 

25+ 

35  + 

45  + 

55+ 

65+ 

75+ 

Total 

Site — 

Epiglottis  . 

_ 

__ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

i 

Oesophagus . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Stomach  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

2 

8 

Gall  Bladder 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pancreas  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Colon  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

1 

6 

Rectum  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Lung  . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

1 

7 

Breast  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

Uterus— Cervix 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Body 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Ovary 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Vulva....  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Bladder  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Prostate  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

4 

Cancer — - 

Primary  site 

unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Cerebral  Tumour  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Osteogenic  Sarcoma 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Reticulum  Cell 

Sarcoma 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Lymphosarcoma 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Leukaemia  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

7 

12 

18 

17 

57 

Note. — This  table  has  been  prepared  from  local  records  and  does  not 
agree  in  one  or  two  particulars  with  the  table  prepared  by  the  Registrar 
General. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases  Notified 

Inward  Transfers 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Under  5  years 

5 — 14  years 

15—24  years 

25 — 44  years 

45 — 64  years 

65  years  and  over  .... 

1  1 

1 

2  3 

5 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

—  — 

11  4  -  3 

'' -  -y-  J  K -  J 

3 

j  ^  j 

15  3 

V  J 

3 

V.  J 

Y 

18 

Y 

3 

Comparison  with  Previous  Years 


Year 

New  Cases 

Inward 

Transfers 

Deaths 

Average  1946-50  . 

38 

_ 

13 

„  1951-55  . 

37 

17 

5 

1956-60  . 

20 

13 

2 

„  1961-65  . 

16 

4 

1 

1961 . 

16 

5 

3 

1962 . 

12 

5 

2 

1963....  . 

19 

5 

1 

1964 . 

17 

3 

— 

1965 . 

18 

3 

1 

14 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER,  1965 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Notifications  Received,  1965 


Disease 

Age 

0-1 

1-4 

5-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65  + 

Total 

i 

Measles 

20 

239 

127 

386 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Dysentery 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough .. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Pneumonia .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

7 

Food  Poisoning  .... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Measles 

The  1961  and  1963  outbreaks  of  measles  were  sharp.  The  peak  number 
of  cases  was  reached  in  two  months  and  then  subsided.  The  1965  outbreak 
has  been  much  more  gradual.  Cases  started  in  the  summer  of  1964  and 
continued  throughout  1965.  The  worst  months  were  March  and  June 
but  the  number  of  cases  at  the  peak  period  was  very  much  less  than  in  the 
two  previous  outbreaks. 


Salmonella  Infections 

Salmonella  typhi  murium 
Salmonella  bovis  morbificans 
Salmonella  paratyphi  B  (Taunton) 
Salmonella  brandenberg 


Family 

Single 

Outbreaks 

Cases 

Total 

2 

1 

7 

— 

2 

n 

/ 

— 

1 

l 

— 

1 

l 

2 

5 

li 

All  these  cases  were  investigated  and  followed  up  until  three  negative 
specimens  had  been  obtained.  In  addition,  three  further  cases  which  had 
been  diagnosed  during  1964  were  kept  under  observation  until  negative 
specimens  had  been  obtained.  Three  outbreaks  of  what  appeared  to  be 
food  poisoning  were  investigated  with  negative  results. 

An  unusual  number  of  cases  and  contacts  were  food  handlers,  and 
three  persons  had  to  be  kept  off  work  for  a  total  of  10  weeks,  involving 
payments  of  £60  19s. 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


Immunisation  and  Vaccination  are  given  according  to  the  following 


schedule: 

Visits 

Age 

Vaccine 

1 

3  months 

Triple  Antigen  (Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough)  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis. 

2 

4  months 

Triple  Antigen. 

3 

5  months 

Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis. 

4 

7  months 

Oral  Poliomyelitis. 

5 

1-2  years 

Smallpox  vaccination. 

6 

2  years 

Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis. 

7 

4-5  years 

Diphtheria/Tetanus,  Oral  Poliomyelitis. 

8 

8-10  years 

Diphtheria/Tetanus . 

9 

10-12  years 

B.C.G.  (to  those  negative  to  skin  test). 

The  following  tables  give  the  number  of  children  in  the  district 

immunised  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus,  poliomyelitis, 
smallpox  and  tuberculosis.  The  figures  for  the  first  four  diseases  are 
satisfactory.  The  position  with  smallpox  is  not  so  satisfactory  and  the 
returns  indicate  that  only  some  30%  of  children  are  vaccinated. 


Year  of  Birth 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1958-61 

1949-57 

Total 

Primary  Diphtheria/Pertussis/ 
Tetanus*.. 

225 

252 

24 

10 

12 

3 

526 

Primary  Tetanus  combined 
with  reinforcing  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

15 

5 

20 

Reinforcing  Diphtheria/ 
Pertussis/Tetanus 

— 

8 

276 

91 

137 

11 

523 

Reinforcing  Diphtheria/ 
Tetanusf 

1 

13 

19 

243 

17 

293 

Primary  Poliomyelitis 

115 

325 

52 

28 

26 

9 

555 

Reinforcing  Poliomyelitis  .... 

— 

1 

14 

12 

409 

57 

493 

Primary  Smallpox  Vaccination 

13 

108 

14 

7 

4 

3 

149 

Re-vaccination 

1 

— 

1 

3 

3 

8 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  .... 

— 

— 

— 

640 

640 

353 

696 

393 

168 

849 

748 

3,207 

*  Including  a  small  number  where  only  diphtheria/tetanus  was  given, 
f  Including  a  small  number  where  only  diphtheria  or  only  tetanus  was  given. 
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SERVICES  FOR  THE  ELDERLY 


In  1963  the  Council  appointed  Miss  D.  Stell  as  Welfare  Officer  with 
the  job  of  giving  help  and  advice  to  the  elderly,  helping  the  organisation  of 
Voluntary  Services  and  with  initiating  new  projects.  I  am  indebted  to  Miss 
Stell  for  much  of  the  information  which  follows  and,  indeed,  but  for  her 
work  there  would  have  been  fewer  services  to  describe  in  Newburn.  About 
2,800  persons,  just  over  9%  of  the  population,  are  over  65;  details  from  the 
1961  Census  Report  would  suggest  that  over  500  of  these  persons  live 
alone  and  a  further  1,000  are  in  two-person  households  where  both  are  of 
pensionable  age.  The  majority  manage  very  well,  either  upon  their  own 
account  or  with  help  from  relatives  and  friends.  Increasingly,  however,  as 
relatives  move  away  old  persons  are  left  needing  some  help  either  from 
voluntary  or  from  official  sources.  The  main  official  sources  of  help  are  the 
National  Health  Service,  National  Insurance  and  Pensions  Service  and  the 
National  Assistance  Board.  It  would  seem  useful  to  review  the  help  given 
by  other  sources  both  statutory  and  voluntary. 

Housing 

Of  Newburn’s  3,000  Council  houses,  215  are  specifically  designed  for 
old  people,  and  there  are  a  number  of  flats  which  provide  suitable  accom¬ 
modation  for  the  elderly.  Future  house  building  will  include  a  much 
higher  proportion  of  dwellings  suitable  for  the  elderly.  This  has  two  main 
advantages  to  the  Council.  Three-bedroomed  and  four  bedroomed  houses 
are  released  for  families  and  rehousing  from  unfit  property  is  made  easier. 
We  are  finding  an  increasing  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  unfit  houses 
are  elderly  people.  This  is  because  the  houses  are  small,  the  rents  are  low 
and  the  property  has  been  occupied  by  the  same  people  for  many  years. 

Experiments  with  group  dwellings  for  the  elderly  have  been  highly 
successful  in  other  areas.  About  20  flats  and  bungalows  are  built  around  a 
warden’s  house  with  a  communal  sitting  room  and  other  facilities.  Some 
form  of  bell  warning  system  can  be  incorporated.  Such  facilities  can  make 
a  tremendous  difference  to  elderly  persons  living  alone. 

Health  and  Welfare 

Under  this  heading  can  be  grouped  all  the  services  administered  by 
the  County  Council.  The  work  of  the  district  nurses  is  now  largely  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  elderly,  and  health  visitors  are  also  increasingly  concerned, 
particularly  those  who  have  been  attached  to  general  practices. 

The  County  Welfare  Officers  who  are  also  mental  health  officers 
arrange  admissions  to  old  people’s  homes  and  give  supervision  and  help 
to  a  number  of  old  people  in  the  district.  In  some  cases  temporary  accom¬ 
modation  can  be  arranged  so  that  relatives  can  have  a  holiday. 

The  home-help  service  is  now  very  largely  concerned  with  helping 
old  people  to  stay  in  their  own  homes.  In  Newburn,  83  home-helps  are 
employed,  and  during  1965,  279  cases  were  served.  Chiropody  is  financed 
by  the  County  Council,  but  in  Newburn,  arrangements  are  made  by  Miss 
Stell.  Sessions  are  held  at  Throckley,  Walbottle,  Lemington,  West  Denton, 
and  Westerhope.  The  service  at  Westerhope  is  now  organised  by  the 
County  Council.  During  1965,  787  treatments  were  given. 

A  large  amount  of  extra  equipment  is  held  in  the  Area  Office,  and 
again  it  is  the  elderly  who  make  most  use  of  this.  Wheelchairs,  walking 
aids,  commodes,  bed  pans,  rubber  sheeting  and  rings,  back  rests,  hospital 
beds,  etc.,  are  all  supplied.  This  service  is  increasing. 
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Voluntary  Services 

Both  County  and  District  Councils  encourage  and  give  financial 
assistance  to  voluntary  organisations  concerned  with  the  elderly.  The 
Newburn  Urban  District  Central  Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Aged 
co-ordinate  various  voluntary  activities  in  the  district  as  well  as  organising  a 
trolley  shop  and  other  activities  at  Lemington  Hospital. 

{a)  Luncheon  Clubs.  There  are  now  four  in  operation.  Lemington 
started  in  1961,  Throckley  in  1963  and  East  Denton  and  Newburn  in  1965. 
A  charge  of  Is.  6d.  is  made  to  the  old  people  and  grants  are  paid  by  both 
County  and  District  Councils.  The  meals  are  prepared  and  served  by 
voluntary  helpers. 

The  luncheon  club  not  only  gives  old  people  a  meal  but  has  a  very 
useful  social  function. 

It  may  be  that  in  the  district  there  are  a  small  number  of  housebound 
elderly  who  are  best  catered  for  by  the  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  run  very 
successfully  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  in  other  areas.  This 
possibility  is  being  explored. 

(5)  Clubs.  There  are  eight  of  these  in  the  district: 

Lemington  Over-60s  Club. 

Lemington  Pensioners’  Club. 

Newburn  Over-60s  Club. 

Newburn  Darby  and  Joan  Club. 

Throckley  Over-60s  Club. 

Walbottle  Over-60s  Club. 

West  Denton  Over-60s  Club. 

Westerhope  Qver-60s  Club. 

These  clubs  are  most  useful  in  organising  social  activities,  providing 
club  premises  and  not  least  in  acting  as  a  pressure  group  to  voice  the  needs 
of  the  elderly. 

(c)  Visiting.  There  is,  of  course,  a  great  deal  of  informal  visiting  of 
elderly  persons  and  a  great  deal  of  practical  help  is  given,  but  odd  individuals 
get  left  out  and  some  form  of  organised  visiting  service  is  to  be  desired. 
A  friendly  visiting  service  is  organised  by  Miss  Stell  in  conjunction  with 
Walbottle  Campus  School  and  voluntary  organisations.  This  is  a  field 
where  there  is  wide  scope  for  development,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  know 
that  other  voluntary  organisations  are  interested.  Organisations  and 
individuals  who  are  prepared  to  help  old  people  with  shopping,  cleaning, 
decorating  and  gardening  would  also  be  most  useful. 


Welfare  of  the  Handicapped 

This  is  another  field  where  the  activities  of  the  local  authority  and 
voluntary  organisations  complement  one  another.  A  class  for  the  physically 
handicapped  is  held  weekly  at  Chapel  House  clinic.  A  voluntary  com¬ 
mittee  arranges  social  activities.  A  craft  class  for  the  blind  is  held  once 
per  fortnight  at  Lemington.  Blind  persons  are  visited  regularly  by  the 
Home  Teachers  of  the  Blind,  who  are  also  social  workers.  The  great 
majority  of  blind  persons  are  elderly. 
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Annual  Report 

of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  for  the  year  1965. 

During  the  year  the  rehousing  of  families  from  Mount  Pleasant, 
Throckley,  was  completed,  the  houses  demolished  and  the  site  cleared.  It 
was  decided  to  rehouse  families  from  the  50  temporary  prefabricated 
bungalows  before  starting  on  the  Lloyd  Street,  Stanley  Street,  Union 
Street  area  at  Lemington,  and  the  rate  of  house  building  w7as  such  that  all 
the  families  in  the  “  prefabs  ”  wrere  rehoused.  Inspection  of  the  70 
permanent  prefabricated  bungalows  showred  them  to  be  in  poor  structural 
condition  and  agreement  w7as  reached  for  their  early  demolition. 

Work  under  the  Improvement  Grant  provision  of  the  Housing  Acts 
continued  steadily,  nine  discretionary  and  33  standard  grants  being 
approved.  There  is  a  substantial  number  of  houses  in  the  district  w7hich  are 
suitable  for  improvement,  and  it  is  hoped  that  more  landlords  will  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  provide  their  property  wTith  amenities 
wffiich  are  now  regarded  as  essential. 

Inspections  of  food  premises  were  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year 
because  of  reduced  staff,  but  observance  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
continued  to  be  satisfactory,  formal  action  not  being  required.  It  was 
necessary,  however,  to  take  action  under  Section  2  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955,  in  seven  cases,  details  of  which  are  set  out  in  the  statistical 
section  of  the  report. 

Referring  to  work  under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  records  kept  since 
1960  of  results  obtained  from  apparatus  at  the  Council  Offices,  Newburn, 
and  at  the  Library,  Westerhope,  show  a  downward  trend  in  the  amount 
of  smoke  pollution  until  1964,  with  a  slight  increase  during  1965.  The 
figures  relating  to  sulphur  dioxide  show’  a  gradual  increase  during  the  same 
period.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  although  the  two  sites  are  some  five 
miles  apart,  one  being  located  near  the  river  and  surrounded  by  old 
terrace- type  property,  and  the  other  some  300  feet  above  sea  level  and  near 
to  more  modem  housing,  the  degree  of  pollution  is  almost  the  same. 

Progress  with  the  promotion  of  Smoke  Control  Orders  continued 
slowly,  one  Order  only  becoming  operative  during  1965.  This  w-as  the 
Newburn  No.  3  Order  and  included  205  houses  at  West  Denton.  145 
conversions  wrere  carried  out  at  a  total  approved  cost  of  £6,997.  The 
majority  of  householders  chose  solid  smokeless  fuel  appliances  and  many 
took  the  opportunity  to  install  central  heating  systems.  An  innovation 
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was  the  installation  of  gas-operated  water  heaters  included  in  a  “  package- 
deal  ”  with  the  fixing  of  a  gas  fire  by  the  Northern  Gas  Board.  Several 
electric  storage  heaters  were  installed  and  the  householders  expressed 
satisfaction  at  their  operation.  The  three  Orders  in  force  cover  an  area  of 
340  acres,  in  which  there  are  2,245  houses  at  present. 

Two  further  Orders  were  made,  one  covering  a  small  new  housing 
estate  at  Westerhope  and  the  second  covering  some  200  acres  of  proposed 
development  between  Westerhope  and  West  Denton,  and  including  63 
existing  houses.  These  Orders  will  become  operative  in  1966. 

In  addition  to  including  all  new  housing  development  in  Smoke 
Control  Areas,  it  is  hoped,  when  the  staff'  establishment  is  up  to  strength, 
to  recommence  areas  of  existing  properties,  starting  in  the  western  part 
of  the  district  and  abutting  on  to  No.  1  area.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the 
restricted  supply  of  soft  coke  in  the  Northern  Region  has  necessitated  the 
installation  of  relatively  expensive  approved  appliances,  causing  a  sharp 
rise  in  the  cost  to  the  local  authority  in  payment  of  grants.  Endeavours  to 
have  a  larger  contribution  from  the  Government  to  offset  these  increased 
costs  have  not  met  with  success. 

Under  the  provision  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 
1963,  the  occupiers  of  specified  premises  had  to  register  with  the  local 
authority,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  162  premises  so  registered. 
Apart  from  securing  satisfactory  standards  for  the  provision  of  sanitary 
accommodation,  washing  facilities,  lighting,  ventilation,  heating  and 
adequate  working  space,  the  Act  requires  the  reporting  of  accidents  to 
employees.  Four  accidents  were  reported,  one  occurring  in  an  office  and 
three  in  retail  shops,  and  were  caused  by: 

1.  Cleaning  of  mincing  machine. 

2.  Carving  meat. 

3.  Boning  bacon. 

4.  Falling  on  flight  of  stairs. 

The  investigation  of  accidents  and  the  giving  of  advice  on  their 
prevention  is  a  new  task  for  public  health  inspectors,  and  here  I  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  valuable  assistance  given  by  the  Factory  Inspector  for  the  district. 

The  amount  of  refuse  collected  continued  to  increase,  not  only  as  a 
result  of  new  houses  being  occupied,  but  because  of  more  bulky  waste 
being  disposed  of;  this  was  particularly  noticeable  in  smoke  control  areas. 
This  trend  will  continue  and  will  have  an  effect  on  vehicle  design,  com¬ 
pression  vehicles  superseding  the  non-compression  models.  In  this 
connection  the  Dennis  Paxit  Major  two-stage  compression  vehicle  pur¬ 
chased  in  May  has  proved  extremely  useful.  It  is  particularly  efficient  in 
dealing  with  refuse  in  paper  sacks,  some  400  sacks  per  load  being  carried 
without  any  “  trimming  ”  being  necessary.  The  paper  sack  system  con¬ 
tinues  to  operate  successfully  and  is  now  established  on  the  Chapel  House 
Estate,  Pilton  Park,  and  North/West  Avenue  Estates,  Westerhope,  Eeazes 
Estate,  Throckley,  and  the  new  development  in  Walbottle  Village,  covering 
a  total  of  1,493  houses.  In  addition,  several  individual  householders  and 
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two  factories  use  the  system,  lipping  of  refuse  containing  so  much  bulk 
and  so  little  ash  is  a  serious  problem,  and  to  operate  controlled  tipping 
satisfactorily  requires  the  use  of  an  abundant  supply  of  suitable  covering 
material  and  a  high  degree  of  skill  on  the  part  of  the  tip  tractor  driver. 
Alternative  methods  of  disposal  of  this  type  of  refuse  are  required,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  investigation  being  undertaken  by  a  Research  Unit  of  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  into  this  problem  on  Tyneside 
(towards  the  cost  of  which  your  Council  is  subscribing)  will  produce  an 
acceptable  solution.  The  tonnage  of  salvage  collected  and  despatched  is 
the  highest  recorded,  advantage  being  taken  of  removal  by  the  mills  of  all 
restrictions  on  supply.  Inadequate  storage  and  working  space  at  the 
Walbottle  depot  created  difficulties;  nevertheless,  522  tons  of  salvage  in 
three  grades  were  baled,  resulting  in  an  income  of  £4,470.  Mr.  Gray,  the 
foreman,  has  exercised  his  usual  efficient  supervision  of  the  service,  and  I 
record  my  appreciation  of  his  work  and  that  of  the  refuse  collectors. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Graham  resigned  in  March  to  take  up  a  similar  appointment 
with  another  authority,  the  vacancy  remaining  unfilled  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Mrs.  Redhead  resigned  in  September  after  5|  years  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  and  Miss  H.  L.  Thompson  was  appointed  in  her  place. 

The  staff  performed  their  duties  with  efficiency  and  keenness  and  once 
again  I  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  them. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  sincerely  Dr.  Smith  and  the  other 
chief  officers  for  their  ready  co-operation  and  Mrs.  Watson,  Mr.  Chapman 
and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  encourage¬ 
ment. 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  CORNEY, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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DAILY  SMOKE  AND  SO,  READINGS,  1960-65 

(MICROGRAMMES  PER  CUBIC  METRE) 

Council  Offices  — —  Smoke 

”™”“  so2 

Westerhope  Library  —  •  —  —  Smoke 

so2 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Daily  Smoke  and  SO2  Readings 

(micro  grammes  per  cu.  metre) 


1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Smoke 

SO2 

Smoke 

SO2 

Smoke 

SO2 

Smoke 

SO2 

Smoke 

SO2 

Smoke 

SO2 

Council  Offices 

216 

62 

199 

67 

163 

72 

136 

97 

127 

91 

133 

99 

Westerhope 

Library 

185 

69 

188 

92 

171 

84 

128 

90 

129 

95 

151 

111 
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INSPECTIONS  OF  DISTRICT 


Nature  of  Inspections:  visits 

Clean  Air  Act  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  285 

Disinfestation  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  172 

Factories  Act  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  22 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  186 

Housing .  .  ....  .  590 

Infectious  Disease  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  337 

Meat  Inspection  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  53 

Moveable  Dwellings  ....  ....  ..  .  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

National  Assistance  Act — Section  50  4 

Section  47  4 

Nuisances  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  45 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Fremises  Act  ....  .  57 

Public  Health  Education  ....  ....  .  2 

Refuse  Collection  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  578 

Rodent  Control  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  109 

Shops  Act,  1950  ....  .  .  .  13 

Smoke  Control  Areas  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  510 

Special  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  137 

Water  Supply  .  ....  1 


Total  Visits  for  1965  ....  .  ....  ....  3,106 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955— SECTION  2 

1.  Loaf  of  bread  affected  with  mould.  Retailer  fined  £10  with  £0  3s.  costs. 

2.  Bottle  of  milk  found  to  contain  a  piece  of  glass.  Retailer  fined  £10  with 

£6  6s.  costs. 

3.  Meat  pie  found  to  contain  piece  of  metal.  Manufacturer  fined  £20 

with  £5  5s.  costs. 

4.  Ground  rice  contaminated  with  rodent  droppings.  Retailer  fined  £21 

with  £9  3s.  costs. 

5.  Chocolate  cake  affected  with  mould.  Retailer  fined  £15  with  £6  6s. 

costs. 

6.  Loaf  of  bread  found  to  contain  old  dough.  Manufacturer  fined  £10  with 

£9  3s.  costs. 

7.  Pork  pie  affected  with  mould.  Retailer  fined  £1  with  £14  8s.  costs. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  YEAR  1965 


New  Houses  completed  during  the  year 

With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(< a )  By  Local  Authority  . 

34 

— 

34 

(5)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority  .... 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  By  Private  Persons  .... 

251 

251 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  District  ....  ....  10,052 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  ....  2,999 

Closing  and  Demolition. 

(1)  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  .  Nil 

(2)  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas  .  95 

(3)  Houses  closed,  not  demolished  .  38 

(4)  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings 

and  not  included  above  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Repairs. 

Houses  made  fit 

(5)  By  informal  action  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  21 

(6)  By  owners,  following  statutory  notice  ....  ....  ....  3 

(7)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners .  Nil 

(8)  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  reconstruction .  Nil 

(9)  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  patched  for  temporary  accom¬ 

modation  .  .  Nil 


Improvement  Grants. 
( a )  Discretionary . 


(1)  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  during  year.... 

9 

(2)  Applications  rejected .  . 

—  — 

Nil 

(3)  Applications  approved  . 

— 

9 

(4)  Approximate  average  grant  approved  per  house 

/  292 

(5)  Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant 
inception  of  scheme  .... 

in  area  since 

287 

( b )  Standard. 

During  the 

Total 

year 

to  date 

(1)  Number  of  separate  houses  for  which  grants 

have  been  made  . 

33 

184 

(2)  Number  of  houses  so  provided  with: — 

(i)  Bath  or  shower . 

15 

118 

(ii)  Wash  hand  basin 

15 

130 

(iii)  Hot  water  supply  . 

13 

111 

(iv)  Water  closet  ....  . 

29 

151 

(v)  Food  store  . 

12 

87 
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CLEARANCE  AREA  PROGRAMME,  1956 


Year  1965 

No.  of 

houses  to  be  Remarks 

1st  Year 

Location  demolished 

Bank  Top,  Throckley  ....  ....  29  Rehoused 

1957/58 

Fireman’s  Row,  Newburn 

12 

1957/58 

Chapel  Row,  North  Walbottle 

11 

1956/57 

Laurel  Street,  Throckley 

20 

1958 

2nd  Year 

Maple  Street,  Throckley 

26 

1959/60 

Sycamore  Street,  Throckley  .... 

26 

1958/59 

Beech  Street,  Throckley 

19 

1960 

3rd  Year 

Ash  Street  East,  Throckley  .... 

5 

1960 

Elm  Street,  Throckley.... 

26 

1962 

Ash  Street,  Throckley 

15 

1963 

Coronation  Row,  North  Walbottle 

10 

1963 

4th  Year 

The  Green,  Low  Square,  School 
Bank,  and  Queen’s  Row, 
Walbottle  . 

21  18 

1964/65 

Walbottle  Village  . 

(3  empty) 

21  17  „ 

1964/65 

Northumberland  Terrace, 
Newburn  . 

(4  empty) 

11 

1963 

Pit  Bank  and  Paper  Mill,  Scots- 
wood 

12 

1957/61 

5th  Year 

Albert  Terrace,  Newburn 

19 

1964 

Victoria  Terrace,  Newburn  .... 

17 

1964 

Pit  Cottages,  Throckley 

26 

1963/64 

Temporary  Prefabricated  Bunga¬ 
lows,  Lemington  .... 

50 

1964 

6th  Year 

Mount  Pleasant,  Throckley  .... 

68  64 

1964/65 

Permanent  Prefabricated  Bunga¬ 
lows,  Lemington  .... 

(4  empty) 

70  23 

1965 

7th  Year 

Union  Street,  Lemington 

43 

8th  Year 

Stanley  Street,  Lemington 

41 

9th  Year 

Lloyd  Street,  Lemington 

Dene  Terrace,  Walbottle 

24 

31* 

North  View,  North  Walbottle.... 

18 

*  Delete,  Improvement  Grants  authorised,  after  repair  work  completed. 


Individual  unfit  houses  dealt  with . 


Number  Year 

6  1957 

2  1958 

5  1959 

3  1960 

4  1961 

1  1962 

6  1963 

.  1964 

1  1965 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Part  I  of  the  Act 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health. 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  on 

Number  of 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 
4,  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

3 

2 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  .... 

58 

20 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

Total  . 

61 

22 

The  attention  of  a  firm  of  construction  contractors  was  drawn  to  the 
inadequate  provision  of  sanitary  accommodation  for  their  employees, 
otherwise  no  defects  under  the  Act  were  found. 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
OUTWORK  ( Section  133) 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
Out-workers 
in  August  list 
required  by 
Section  133  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 

cases  of  default 
in  sending  lists 
to  the  Council 

No.  of 
Prosecutions 
for  failure  to 
supply  lists 

Wearing  apparel  : 

Making,  etc.  .... 

Cleaning  and  washing 

Doll’s  Clothing  ..  . 

Total 

2 

1 

3 

1 
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FOOD  INSPECTIONS 


Unsound  Food. 

Tins  of  Meat  Products 
Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  Products 
Tins  of  Fruit  and  Vegetables 
Other  foods  ....  . 


SURRENDERED 

71  tins 
..  13  lb. 

..  154  tins 

30  tins 
8  lb. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1959 

Number  of  Registered  Dairies  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  ....  .  43 


ICE-CREAM  PREMISES 

Number  on  Register  at  commencement  of  year  .  65 

Number  on  Register  at  end  of  year  .  ....  66 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Number  of  Registered  Slaughterhouses  ....  ....  ....  1 


FOOD  PREMISES 

Number  of  shops  where  food  is  handled  .  ....  130 

Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 — 

Butcher  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  17 

Fried  Fish  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Ice-cream  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  66 

Mussels  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 


94 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

Number  of  carcases  inspected: 

CATTLE  SHEEP  PIGS 

302  .  709  .  38 

Small  quantities  of  condemned  meat  are  disposed  of  on  the  Council’s 
refuse  tip  under  the  supervision  of  the  foreman.  Larger  quantities,  after 
staining,  are  removed  by  a  firm  of  chemical  manufacturers  for  treatment. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

(1) 

Number  of 
Premises 
Registered 
during  the  year 

(2) 

Number  of 
Registered 
Premises 
at  end  of  year 

(3) 

Number  of 
Registered 
Premises 
receiving  a  j 

general  inspection  i 
during  the  year  ! 
(4) 

Offices 

2 

19 

4 

Retail  Shops 

1 

119 

50 

Wholesale  Shops  and 

Warehouses  . 

— 

2 

— 

Catering  Establishments 

open  to  the  public. 

and  Canteens.... 

— 

21 

2 

]  Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  . 

4 

162 

37 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


The  following  return  is  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries,  and  Food  relating  to  action  taken  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1965. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


Non-Agricultural 


8.  Number  of  “  Block  ” 
control  schemes 
carried  out  .... 


Dwelling- 

All  other 

Agri- 

Local 

houses 

(including 

(including 

Business 

Totals 

cultural 

Authority 

Council 

Houses) 

Premises) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

1 .  Number  of  properties  in 

Local  Authority’s 
district 

20 

9,889 

972 

10,881 

26 

2.  Number  of  properties 

inspected  as  a  result 
of  notification 

__ 

63 

9 

72 

2 

Rats  <f Mai°r 

Kats  1  Minor 

— 

4 

3 

7 

1 

— 

40 

4 

44 

1 

Mice  /  Major 

Mlce  \  Minor 

— 

10 

9 

2 

12 

9 

= 

3.  Number  of  properties 

» 

inspected  in  the  course 
of  survey  under  the 

Act  .... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Number  of  properties 

otherwise  inspected 
(e.g.,  when  visited 
primarily  for  some 
other  purpose) 

7 

833 

144 

984 

5.  Number  of  infested 

properties  (in  Sections 
2,  3,  and  4)  treated  by 
the  Local  Authority 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Number  of  notices 

served  under  Section  4 
of  the  Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Number  of  cases  in 

which  default  action 
was  taken 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  COSTING  RETURN,  1965-66 


Particulars 

Collection 

Disposal 

Total 

Gross  Expenditure — 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Labour  .... 

....  15,715 

2,603 

18,318 

Transport 

....  6,029 

2,865 

8,894 

Plant,  Equipment,  Land  and  Buildings..  7,143 

1,985 

9,128 

Total  Gross  Expenditure  .... 

....28,887 

7,453 

36,340 

Gross  Income  . 

....  724 

4,904 

5,628 

Net  Cost . 

....28,163 

2,549 

30,712 

Capital  Expenditure  met  from  Revenue 

....  4,641 

1 ,653 

6,294 

Unit  Costs — 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Gross  cost  per  ton — Labour  only 

....  34  7 

5  8 

40  3 

Gross  cost  per  ton — Transport  only 

....  13  3 

6  3 

19  6 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure)  per  ton 

....  61  11 

5  7 

67  6 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population 

....  890 

81 

971 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises 

....  2,582 

233 

2,815 

OPERATIONAL 

STATISTICS 

Area  (statute  acres)— land  and  inland  water  . 

4,648  acres 

Population  at  30th  June,  1965 

.  31,630  persons 

Total  refuse  collected  . 

...  ....  ... 

9,100  tons 

Weight  (cwt.)  per  1,000  population  per  day  . 

15-8  cwt. 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse 

is  collected  ... 

.  10,907  premises 

Premises  from  which  collections  are  made  at  least  at 

once- weekly  intervals 

. . . .  .... 

100% 

Average  haul,  single  journey,  to  final  disposal  point  .. 

2\  miles 

Kerbside  collection  (if  practised).... 

Nil 

Total  refuse  disposed  of  .... 

.... 

9,100  tons 

Methods  of  disposal  (salvage  excluded)- 

(a)  Crude  tipping 

Nil 

(b)  Controlled  tipping . 

100% 

(c)  Direct  incineration  .... 

Nil 

(d)  Separation  and  incineration 

Nil 

(e)  Other  methods  . 

Nil 

Salvage. — Analysis  of  income  and  tonnage — 

Income 

Tonnage 

Collected 

£ 

tons 

(a)  Raw  kitchen  waste  .... 

_  — 

— 

(b)  Scrap  metal . 

....  202 

15 

(c)  Waste  paper  . 

....  4,470 

522 

(d)  Other  salvage 

....  102 

6 

4,774 

543 

Trade  Refuse — 

(a)  Income  . 

. 

Nil 

(b)  Tonnage  . 

. . . .  - 

Nil 
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